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It almost always turns out to be quite different
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flowing and spentaneons in char-
acter. The accidents that happen
when paint tonches water give an
expression other mediums can't

aceamplish with an individuality
and results far beyond your fond-
psl expectations,”

He zaid most of his work
comes from his imagination and
intuition. I am a frm believer

ASPIRING YOUTH - Getting the earllest atarl on Royeralt's culmi-
nation of experience is Jeremy Kams of Marshall.

‘I had to make up words for
what | am doing because there
were none. | never went to
school for art. It evolved.
-Roland Roycraft

of God creating and controlling
things.™ :

And what He has created is in
l:vl:r_'.rlhinq Roveraft paints, but
nat a mimiery, a work that creates
itself and surprises the maker as
the colots and water blend as S0
percent of the artists work is done

EARLY PROGRESS - Stefanie Vallee, alzo an internationally com-
petitive kayaker, teaches Roycraft's method to her own students
in Quabec.

with out a brush.

Roycraft practiced commercial
art out of Chicago before coming
to Benzie County in 1974,

“A friend I:nfymim: kept urging
mie to come. Of course, | wanted to

come, It is a beautiful place to live,
but before that time, the roads

were 20 poor that®the trip took
1y hours making a weekend trip
impossible until 1974.

He has heen teasching his art
individually to students here ever
since, sometimes in his home with
si% to nine &t & time. He also had
to support himself and his family
b driving a school bus for Benzia
Central Schoaols.

- As his work evolved and his
paintings and classes became
more loerative, he was able to
expand and teach at workshops
in Fremont, Manistes, Traverss
City, Midland, Battle Creek and in
Pennsylvania, Minods, California,
Tennessee, and Vermoant,

But the real reward is the cre-
ation and letting the creation hap-
pen.

"I may start with something
bust it most always tarns out to be
something quite different.”

It iz also the teaching and
sharing what he has learned,

“1 had to make up words for
what [ am doing becavse there
were none, [ never went o school
for art. It evolved.”

Bevand the classraom, he
also made six videos showing the
process of his unique watercalor
methads and he has writben two
baaks.

“The first book I wrote, Fill
Your Watercolors with Light and
Colar, was a teaching book. The
second one Fill Your Watercolors
with Mature’s Light, was a meth-
od book to imprave painting tech-
nique,

Throughout the interview and
by his side at all times is his spe-
cial friend Jean Bowers.

“We knew each other before,
of course,” he said. “Sometime
after my wife passed away, she
had asked how | was doing and
then one day she called me and
asked if [ wouold like to go for a
ride. Well, the only people that
ever called me were insurance
salesmen and such, No woman
whi could drive had ever callsd
me S0 I said yes. We've been
together ever since.”

Last winter while snow blow-
ing his driveway he fell down and
wasn't able to get :5 He was
iicm'n off the n:la;;i]a . bﬂ:-];ind i

arge pine tree and lay in the snow
for an hour and a half before he
could get anyone’s attention to
know his state.

Although a wheelchair is his
transport now, he remains very
active, still painting, still teach-
ing and helping to support the

Lake Art Center from its

beginning and throughout all of
its trials to become what it is

. sharing the richness of his
mmuﬁe “nataral” expres-
sion of watercolor.



